Great Race to return to central Maine, choosing Gardiner
as its finish line
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Several of the Great Race vehicles pass under the archway on Water Street on June 26, 2018, in
downtown Gardiner. Officials say the race will return in 2024, with the start in Kentucky and a finish line in
Gardiner, attracting thousands of people. Joe Phelan/Kennebec Journal file

GARDINER — The last time the Great Race traveled through Maine, the spectacle drew
thousands of people to watch the cavalcade of antique and vintage cars reach the end of
that day’s leg in Gardiner.

Next June, Mainers will get another chance to see the cross-country rally-style race up close
when the Great Race not only returns to Maine but spends the final three days of the race in
and around the capital region.

“They’'ve never tried that before. The only downside is that they will want to do this every
year,” Peter Prescott said.



Prescott, chairman of the board at Everett J. Prescott Inc. and a car collector and enthusiast,
has taken part in the Great Race and has sent his 1948 Ford sedan to compete. He's seen
firsthand how the race works, and one of the drawbacks is having to stay at a different place
every night.

In 2024, racers are expected to arrive in Maine on Friday, June 28, wrapping up their day in
Freeport. That night, and for the next two nights, they'll be staying in Augusta and completing
the last two days of the race from that base, ending up around 1 p.m. in Gardiner on Sunday.

Jeff Stumb, director of the Great Race, said Prescott was surprised to learn the finish of the
race would be in Gardiner.

“| think he thought we were just going to make another overnight stop, and | said, ‘Let’s do
the finish,” Stumb said.

In 2018, the Great Race stopped in Gardiner on a route that tock drivers from Buffalo, New
York, to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Drivers arrived {o crowds that had traveled from across the state and beyond to line Water
Street and see the spectacle of the cavalcade of cars pass under an archway marking their
arrival at the end of that day’s race leg. They were treated to lobster, entertainment and
fireworks before moving on to stay in Augusta that night. The following morning, they
departed for Bar Harbor and the rest of the event.

After the conclusion of the race, participants voted Gardiner the best stop on that year's
course.
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People check out the Great Race vehicles on display in the intersection of Water and Church streets on
June 26, 2018, in Gardiner. Officials say the race will return in 2024 with the start in the state of Kentucky
and a finish line in Gardiner, likely attracting thousands of people. Joe Phelan/Kennebec Journal file

Stumb said Gardiner was the smallest city where the race stopped that year, but it was the
best stop by far.

“Now that we've announced for 2024, people have said they hope they have the lobster
bake again,” he said. “They are still talking about that six years later.”

No one promotes their hometown and home state like Prescott and his team do for Gardiner
and for Maine, Stumb said. “There’s a big sign on his trailer that says, ‘Come to Maine and
stay,’ and his car has a giant lobster claw on it.”

The 2024 race marks the first time in the four-decade history of the race that competitors and
support teams will be based in one location for more than two nights.

Stumb said part of the challenge of the race is the travel, both for the participants and the
organizers who have to secure 300 hotel and motel rooms each night along the way.

Every year, the Great Race draws teams of antique and vintage car enthusiasts from across
the United States and other countries to compete in the multi-day race that starts in a
different location and takes routes through different parts of the country every year. Next



June, the Great Race is scheduled to start in Owensboro, Kentucky, and travel northeast to
end in Gardiner, stopping at 17 cities while covering the 2,300-mile route in nine days. Timed
segments avoid interstate highways, with cars following local, scenic roads.
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On Saturday the competitors are expected to travel to Mount Desert Island and the Seal
Cove Auto Museum for lunch and then to the Owls Head Museum for the evening stop,
returning to Augusta that night. On Sunday, competitors will follow a route that takes them
north and west of Gardiner before the race reaches its end in Gardiner starting at about 1
p.m.

The race is more about discipline than speed; it's a time-speed-distance rally. GPS and
computers are not allowed. Competing vehicles each have a driver and a navigator who are
given instructions daily that detail their every move. Along the route, secret checkpoints are
set up to track their progress. Cars are penalized one second for each second they are early
or late.

No car newer than 1973 is allowed to participate. The winner will claim bragging rights and a
$50,000 prize.



Katie Doherty, president and chief executive officer of the Kennebec County Chamber of
Commerce, said planning is already underway for the race's final day, which includes both
public and private events in Gardiner.

Among the public events are a classic car show, food frucks and the race itself, after which
people will be able to see the cars up close.

Michael Miclon, executive artistic director of the Johnson Hall Performing Arts Center, said
the nenprofit is working up a proposal to put on a couple of shows in the historic opera
house, which is now undergoing renovations and is expected to be completed in the coming
months.

Race participants will end their competition with a lobster dinner hosted at the EJP facility in
the Libby Hill Business Park and fireworks Sunday night.

Prescott said the local organizers are planning to produce a pamphlet of local restaurants
and attractions for competitors and their support crews to visit on Friday and Saturday night.

Related Headlines

The Great Race to motor through central Maine

Embden man seriously injured when his car veers off road, strikes utility pole and trees
Central Maine arrest log: Sept. 22-29
© 2023



Sl

Owenshoro, KY

Owensboro, KY
to Gardiner, ME

June 22:30, 2024

HAGERW al{%ffj == | oco\ snsn‘rnngcg

11 McCollister’s WS | @GREATRACERALLY
Drivers Club ‘/ Auto Transport iReo. ™ | $THEGREATRACE




Great events don’t happen by accident and they certainly don’t happen in the blink of an
eye. It takes a lot of work to develop, organize and run an intricate event such as The Great
Race, and it took a lot of work behind the scenes to get it off the ground, when Tom McRae
and Norman Miller did just that in 1983. The two individuals were partners in the deal,
and bought out an ailing race promoter who planned to race pre-World War II
automobiles across the United States for a massive purse. There were plenty of folks who
doubted the feasibility of an event of this magnitude, but with help from a crew of like-
minded car nuts, McRae and Miller made it work. From the inaugural event in ‘83, there
have been lots of memorable moments.

Looking back to the early 1980’s, Tom McRae was an ordinary car guy, toying with his
projects on a regular basis. But in late summer of 1982, his outlook on the old car hobby
would change dramatically, thanks to a phone call from good friend and fellow enthusiast,
Curtis Graf. With excitement in his voice, Graf told McRae about an event that would surely
be one of the greatest marvels in automotive history. “It's something called the Great
American Race from L.A. to Indy for $250,000 in prize money!” Graf explained. The most
alluring part of the event was the fact that it was open only to pre-World War Il vehicles,
making it a grand challenge if it were to live up to the hype.

McRae and Graf signed up for the long-distance journey, but as it turns out, they were the
only entrants. So, McRae contacted his old friend Norman “Bubba” Miller and pulled him
into a partnership to buy out the original promoter. From there, it would be a long battle
to stage the first event and market it well. The result involved 69 brave antique auto
enthusiasts who arrived at Knott’s Berry Farm, near Los Angeles, California for the
departure and beginning of the inaugural Great Race. At that time, participants paid a
$5,000 entry fee, which put them in the hunt for the $250,000 purse.
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The racers traveled East toward a final destination of Indianapolis, Indiana, during what
can only be called “500 Week”. Hundreds of thousands of race fans swarm the
Indianapolis area, which made the idea of driving these ancient machines into the heart of
Indy a little unnerving, but McRae received help from Indy’s 32-officer National Champion
Motorcycle Drill Team. The Drill Team shutdown rush hour traffic to escort the 62
finishing racers into the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for a well-deserved victory lap,
then into downtown Indianapolis, and to the host hotel. The next day, 16 racers were able
to participate in the Indy Festival Parade, and the winner of the inaugural Great Race was
treated to a special trip around the famous “Brickyard” in the passenger seat of the Indy
500 Pace Car, just moments before the start of the race.



With a successful first event under their belt, McRae and the Great Race crew began
preparation for the 1984 event, which would be another California-to-Indiana trip. And as
the years went by, McRae made sure to provide interesting routes for the participants, and
made it family-oriented so that participants could enjoy time with their children or even
grandchildren in many cases. In fact, the 1987 route went from Disneyland in Anaheim,
California to Disneyworld in Orlando, Florida, so there was no shortage of Mickey Mouse
ears on that trip. Generally, the routes traveled west to east, but sometimes McRae
switched it up and went east to west, like the 1991 event, from Norfolk, Virginia to Seattle,
Washington. McRae and crew also went north to south in 1995, traveling from Ottawa,
Canada to Mexico City, Mexico!
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No matter the route, Great Race participants viewed the most amazing scenery this
country has to offer and toured some of the coolest back roads to get there. These pre-
World War II cars aren’t exactly cut out for interstate driving, so the intricate routes were
designed to suit antique cars and their capabilities, in terms of speed, and durability. Many
racers have beaten the odds and walked away with a victory, but all of the participants
have the enjoyment of viewing our great country alongside a close friend or family
member. here are many family teams involved in the Great Race, including many husband
and wife duos. And by the time you've made the trek across the United States of America,
you're bound to have made a few new friends along the way.

There’s no question that the camaraderie among Great Race participants is the most
incredible aspect of the event. No matter your background, culture or chosen race vehicle,
the playing field is totally equal when you consider the reason all these racers come
together. It’s all about spending time with like-minded folks, and getting to know one
another in a grand journey across our United States. Ordinary car guys are treated as
celebrities and heroes, signing autographs and answering countless questions from people
who greatly admire their efforts in this wonderful race.

Many participants make big sacrifices to compete in the Great Race, and just about every
participant schedules their lives around the Great Race. It isn’t simply a weekend affair, so
plans are made well in advance to attend and participate. Some folks literally put their
lives on hold to participate in the Great Race, and it’s this kind of dedication that has made
the Great Race such an awesome event. McRae founded th e race on the basis of honoring
families, our great country and most importantly, God, for making all things possible.



McRae believed it was extremely important to say a prayer in public in every city to bless
the participants and everyone involved with the event, as praising the Lord was a staple in
his operation, and his unique way of spreading the Gospel. And though McRae is no longer
with us, his vision for the event and his love for old cars still lives on through the

continuation of the Great Race.

JORTt NBwoEs

T % CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION

$50,000.00 _

U AROOTARL

BRR223300 W23 RSRT*

e

*0LeR

N b
. -
SN R

» THE LATEST STORIES -



